Writer, Director, Reviewer, Dreamer, James Anthony Merolla is a lifetime journalist and an ancient playwright who decided to devote the last quarter of his life to telling dramatic stories to reflect and preserve the human condition. 
He has had five separate careers, school teacher, 17 years as a social worker for the disabled for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts (ongoing), 40 years as a newspaper and magazine writer (still writing four stories a week in Rhode Island), 15 years as a restauranteur/bartender (although he came away with the knowledge of making the finest margaritas on the East Coast of America) and now the dream to hear his words spoken by professional performers in front of an audience who might actually want to hear them.
He has directed more than 50 plays and musicals in high school, college and local community theater and reviewed more than 400 shows as a theater arts writer for New England newspapers and magazines, at Trinity Repertory Company, the Providence Performing Arts Center, the Huntington in Boston, the Feinstein GAMM Theatre, and a dozen other venues.
He has written 13 plays and two complete musicals. He gave up on the musicals. His recent plays: Ball of String, based loosely on a Texas rancher who rolled the biggest ball of twine in the world while his own world is unraveling, Veil, based on a mythical Catholic figure who wiped the face of Christ, Lady Well, based on a true story of a former World War I nurse disfigured by a rare disease and her overwhelming courage as a mother, Night, Mare, which explores existentialism, the writings of Nietzsche, Freud, Dostoyevsky, and Einstein in a phantasma world, frame by the Horse of Turin, Pubs & Publicans, an homage to Peter O’Toole, Jane Austen Ruptured My Spleen, a comic one-act that skewers the idyllic notions of romantic love by deluded women, inspired by the drivel espoused by Austen, and several other one-acts, based on true historic figures, which he takes into any absurd area he chooses, favoring humor over drama in most cases.
His play ‘Poetry on the Menu’ was selected as a radio play to be aired in November with Open Door Playhouse in Los Angeles; the same play was also a finalist in OWL Lab contest in New Bedford, Mass. His other one act comedy, “Jane Austen Ruptured My Spleen,” was given an honorarium and June staged reading at the LAVA Center in Greenfield, Mass.
James is an English and American Literature major from Harvard University, but he begs that you don’t hold that against him. Ahem. 
