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SCENE 1

AT RISE: WILDERNESS.

Liz1 is seated on the
ground. Dan is standing
above her. They're dressed
in warm hiking gear.

Dan2 enters. He stands
opposite Liz2 and faces
the audience.

DAN2
I'm an experienced hiker, but I was caught off guard. I didn't
expect such weather. It was going to be a 60-degree day! Clouds
were moving in, and there was more snow on the ground than I
expected, which slowed us down, significantly. I took a shortcut
and I somehow got off course. At some point, I realized things
were unfamiliar and we were actually “lost.”

(pause)
The first thing you do when lost in the mountain is, you stop
hiking. Searchers cannot hit a moving target, and continuing on
will only get you more lost.

DAN1
Get up, Liz! We need to move to warm up.

(pause)
Liz! Get up!

LIZ1
I'm warm ... and cozy ... and exhausted ...

DAN1
No, Liz, you're not! You're freezing!
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Liz2 enters. She stands at
some distance from Liz1
and Dan1. She faces the
audience.

LIZ2
There was only white ... white under me, white above me, white
around me. Nothing else but frozen white. My eyes were sore and
tired, my mind was blank, and I was exhausted.

(pause)
I'd stopped freezing and shivering, and I was sleepy. Extremely
sleepy.

DAN1
Get up, Liz! If you fall asleep now, you'll never going to wake
up again!

(pause)
Liz! Open your eyes!

LIZ1
Let me be, Dan. Just for a few minutes. Just so I can gather back
my strength.

DAN1
Open your eyes, Liz! Now!

(he grabs her shoulders and
shakes her)

Liz!  Open your eyes, now!

LIZ1
Stop it, Dan. Stop it, please.

DAN1
Stand up! Now!

LIZ1
There's no up, Dan. There's only white. 
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DAN1
You can't give up on me, Liz! Please.

DAN1
Liz, please, I need you!

DAN2
I couldn't just let her give up and watch her die on me. Witnessing
her death would've devastated me. I didn't need that while fighting
to survive. 

LIZ2
Hearing him say that he needed me brought me back from where I
was headed. Dan had never told me anything like that before. During
the six months that we'd been together, he'd always kept his
distance. I had accepted that and had given him space and time,
while I was... falling deeper and deeper in love with him. Telling
him anything even close to that would've scared him off, so I
kept my love to myself, waiting for a sign from him that he was
ready for the next step. His 'I need you' filled my frozen body
and mind with so much warmth, as if the sun had made it through
the thick dark clouds and was shining on me.

Liz1 tries to get up but
she doesn't have the
strength. 

DAN1
Come on, Liz.  You can do it.

Dan1 helps Liz1 get up.

LIZ1
Bonfire! Let's walk to the bonfire!

DAN1
Where?
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Liz1 points.

Pause.

DAN1
(Dan grabs her upper arm)

Okay Liz.Lead me to the bonfire.

Liz makes a few steps and
then she stops.

DAN1
What is it?

(Liz1 attempts to sit down.
Dan1 prevents her from
falling down)

Hey, careful! What are you doing!

LIZ1
This is it.

DAN1
This is what?

LIZ1
The bonfire.  If we walk any further, we will walk into the flames
and burn alive.

Liz1 tries to sit down
again.

DAN1
Hey! No, please!

LIZ1
I need to sit down.
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DAN1
Let's walk around it, instead.

LIZ1
I can't walk anymore, Dan. I'm exhausted. I walked all the way to
the bonfire.

Liz1 attempts to sit down,
again. Dan1 helps her. He
sits next to her. Liz1
stretches her arms as if
she's warming up her hands.

DAN1
We shouldn't sit too long, Liz.  We should keep on moving.

LIZ1
This is it, Dan.  This is when and how we die.  We die here today
by the bonfire.

DAN1
We're not going to die, Liz! We're going to get through this.
We're going to be okay. They're already looking for us. I know
they are! Dave knows where we'd gone hiking. I was supposed to
meet him for a beer this afternoon, right after I dropped you
off. Dave has already realized that something isn't right since I
haven't shown up and I hadn't called. He knows that I'm not a
flake, and I know that Dave will raise a bloody hell and get
everyone out here searching for us.

LIZ1
Everyone dies ... sooner or later.

Pause.

DAN2
I was certain that I couldn't possibly die then and there. But I
wasn't sure about Liz. Liz was ... giving up.
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LIZ2
I felt completely calm and resigned about dying.  There was no
fear and no self pity about me dying. But I was sad about Dan. I
wanted him to live.

LIZ1
I'm not the woman you would want to die with, am I?

LIZ2
It was just a private thought. I don't know why I was saying it
aloud. It was as if it wasn't me who was talking. Those were my
thoughts, and that was my voice, but it wasn't me who had control
of what was said, and what was left out. 

DAN1
I don't want to die, Liz! I don't want to die on this damned trail
by this imaginary firework. I'm only thirty-six! I'm too young to
die. There's so much left that I want to do and ... and ... my
mother would be heartbroken.

LIZ1
You must be very scared. I'm sorry.

DAN1
You should be scared, too.

LIZ1
I'm not scared. I just want to go to sleep.

Liz1 closes her eyes.

DAN1
Open your eyes, Liz!

Dan1 shakes her shoulders
again.
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LIZ1
Stop it. That hurts. Why do you hate me so much?

DAN1
I don't hate you!

LIZ1
Yes you do. You hate me.

DAN1
I don't hate you, Liz!  I ... I love you.

Pause.

LIZ2
It was the first time he'd said anything even close to that.

(pause)
Love was not a word in our relationship vocabulary, and hearing
him say that he loved me ... made me think that maybe he did love
me, after all. Maybe he just had a hard time admitting it. And
now that he... now that he had realized that this was probably
his last chance to tell me how he really felt, he'd gathered the
courage to say it.

(pause)
Oh, how much I loved him at that moment, I wanted to jump up and
embrace him with all my strength.

DAN2
Telling her that I loved her woke her up a little. So, I decided
to keep on going.

Liz1 makes a move as if
trying to get up, but she
has no strength to do much.

LIZ1
Please say it again, Dan.
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DAN1
Say what, again?

LIZ1
What you just said. 

Dan1 hesitates.

LIZ1
Please?

DAN1
(pause)

I love you, Liz.

DAN2
Well, I did love her as a friend, as a fellow human being in danger
of losing her life. I knew what kind of love she had in mind. I
knew that she wanted more from me. She wanted a more serious
relationship. She'd never said that, but it was obvious by how
she acted and how she was always trying to inch up closer to me...
and my life. It wasn't bothering me that much then, but I knew
that it would become tiresome, eventually.

DAN1
I wish that ... I wish that I was telling you this under different
circumstances. I wish, we were somewhere romantic ... on a boat
at sunset, or in a mountain lodge ...

LIZ1
No mountains, please!

DAN1
How about a beach resort?

Liz1 stares somewhere far
in front of her.
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DAN1
Liz?

(pause)
Liz!

LIZ1
I'm just lying by the sea in a soft beach chair, and you're lying
next to me. It's a warm and sunny day and it smells of the sea.
The sound of crashing waves is so soothing ...

Liz closes her eyes.  Pause.

DAN1
Don't close your eyes, please! Liz! Open your eyes, now!

Dan1 shakes her again.

DAN1
Liz!  Open your eyes, now!

LIZ1
Why?

DAN1
Open your eyes because ... I need to tell you something very
important.

LIZ1
What?

DAN1
It's one of the most important things that I'll ever tell you!
You don't want to miss it!

Liz1 opens her eyes.

Lights only on Liz2 and
Dan2.
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LIZ2
I barely managed to open my eyes. I held my breath waiting to
hear. He was quiet for a while, but his eyes were burning. He was
looking at me as if... That movie came to my mind, "Ever After",
and that scene where the prince was just about to propose to
Danielle...

DAN2
She was even smiling a little as she was staring at me with her
frozen eyes. I had no idea what to say. All I knew was that it
had to be something good, and I'd said "I love you" already.

(pause)
There was this long, frozen silence. It felt like we'll never get
to say anything to each other, ever again. The sun has set and it
was already twilight. It was going to get dark in less than an
hour and the ways that I could create light were limited. I did
have a flash light, fortunately, and we had our phones, if the
batteries were still charged.

LIZ2
And then he finally said it.  'Liz,' he said, 'will you marry
me?'

Lights back on Liz1 and
Dan1. 

LIZ1
I will, Dan.  I will marry you. 

DAN2
What!? I hadn't said a word, much less proposed to her. Can
hypothermia cause insanity? She wasn't taking off her clothes, or
anything, but she was definitely acting like a mad woman.

LIZ1
You can kiss the bride.
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Dan1 hesitates and then he
kisses her.

DAN2
I hesitated, but I kissed her, which really frightened me
because... I could taste death on her lips.

LIZ2
So, that was that. He proposed to me, and of course I said "yes."
Even if I didn't love him, even if I hadn't wanted to marry him,
how could I have said anything but "yes"? How could I've refused
his proposal on that cold day while lost in the mountains, frozen
and facing death? For me that proposal was unlike any proposal
ever made. I was about to die, he was about to die, and at the
moment when his whole life was flashing in front of his eyes,
when there were so many things and so many people to think of, he
choose to propose to me.

(pause)
And so there I was ... engaged and about to fall into an eternal
sleep.  It was bitter-sweet, to say the least.

DAN2
I can't explain the relief when the rescuers found us. It was
like ... like I could finally breath, and smile, and think about
what will be, instead of what could've been.

Blackout.
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SCENE 2

AT RISE: HOSPITAL ROOM.

Liz1 is in the bed, reading
a 'Modern Bride' magazine.

Liz2 enters.

LIZ2
The next thing I new, I was in the emergency room. We've been
rescued... . They'd let Dan go home just after a few hours, the
Superman that he was. I, on the other hand, was admitted for
hypothermia and frostbite.

(pause)
It took me a while to get in contact with Dan. He claimed to be
busy seeing family and having some emotional issues to deal with.

DAN2 enters.

DAN2
Liz kept on texting and calling, wanting to see me. I was going
to wait a while. I needed some space. And ... whatever was going
on between us, I wanted to end it.

(pause)
I figured she wouldn't stop bugging me until I go and see her,
and tell her in person how I felt, and where I was emotionally.

Dan1 enters with a
bouquet of yellow yarrow.
He stops by the door. 
Pause. Liz puts down the
magazine as soon as she
hears him.
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LIZ1
Dan!  Hello my love! Why are you standing there? Come come give
me a hug.

Liz1 stretches her hands
toward Dan1. Dan1 doesn't
move.

LIZ2
He was looking at me as if... as if he wasn't glad to see me. Has
he stopped loving me? I wondered. "Don't read too much into his
body language. Just look at his choice of flowers," I told myself.
Yarrow is a symbol of love. Dan wouldn't have known that, but he
must've asked someone in the flower shop.

(pause)
Why am I insecure about his love when his love saved my life?
Because of his love I have a second chance to live and to... to
love him!

LIZ1
I'm so happy to see you, Dan! Sorry, I'm not looking my best.

DAN1
You're alright.

Pause.

LIZ1
Are the flowers for me?

DAN1
Who else is in here?

LIZ1
You're so sweet.

DAN1
We made it, Liz. We're alive.
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LIZ1
We did, Dan.  Thank you for saving my life. You are my Superman.

DAN1
You're welcome, Liz. I did what I had to do.

LIZ2
It was Dan's idea to go on that hike. He had done the hike in
early spring a hundred times before and insisted that I had no
reason to be concerned about the weather. But I was concerned. It
was too early for a hike. It was only March. Late March, but still
March. I was going to tell him that I didn't want to go, but I
didn't want him to see me as a weak person. He had once told me
that he liked strong women. And I wanted to be one of those... a
strong woman. And to be that I had to ignore my fears and self-
preservation instinct.

LIZ1
Are you going to give me a hug, finally?

Dan1 approaches her.  He
gives her a hug and quickly
moves away from her.

LIZ1
How about a kiss?

Dan1 doesn't move.

DAN2
She wanted me to kiss her, but I avoided her lips. I couldn't
even kiss her on the cheek, or the forehead. I was still horrified
from that kiss of death, up in the mountains.

LIZ2
It slammed into me like a crashing wave. I had been such a fool.
It had all been fake. And stupid me, I'd fell for it.

(MORE)
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LIZ2 (CONT'D)
He hadn't meant any of it. A little voice in me had been trying
to tell me that the whole time, but I preferred to be a fool.

LIZ1
Are the flowers for me?

DAN1
Yes, and they're yellow.

LIZ1
Yarrow is a symbol of love.

DAN1
Red flowers mean love. Yellow flowers mean friendship.

LIZ1
Yet Yarrow is a symbol of love.

DAN1
Yarrow?!

LIZ1
That's the name of the flowers that you're holding.

(pause)
Can I have them, if they're for me?

Dan1 gives her the flowers. 

LIZ1
Thank you. I'll ask the nurse for a vase when she shows up. For
now, I'll put them on my 'Modern Bride' magazine. 

Liz1 puts the flowers on
the top of the magazine.
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LIZ2
The way he looked at that magazine as I put his flowers next to
it. He looked at it like a... like a scared little mouse that had
been caught in a trap. Not supermanly at all. I was scaring
Superman, and that was starting to make me feel powerful. I felt
like a... strong woman for the first time in my life. I knew the
feeling was going to be short-lived, but I was going to hold onto
it as long as I could and play with him for a while. Like a cat
plays with a little mouse.

LIZ1
There's so much we have to talk about, Dan. We have plans to make!

DAN1
What kind of plans?

LIZ1
The kind of plans that engaged people make.

DAN1
I don't follow you.

LIZ1
You don't?

DAN1
No ... I don't.

LIZ1
Dan?  Has something changed? 

DAN1
Who are 'the engaged people'?

LIZ1
You and I.  Aren't we?
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DAN1
We're not engaged.

LIZ1
I thought we were.

DAN1
An engagement would mean that there has been a marriage proposal
and an acceptance of that proposal. And nothing like that has
happened.

LIZ1
When we were up there, on the trail, you proposed to me, Dan. And
I said 'yes'.

DAN1
No, Liz. Nothing like that happened.

LIZ1
So you don't remember proposing to me?

DAN1
You were starting to hallucinate, Liz. Maybe you'd ... dreamed
it, or imagined it, or ... whatever. I bet that ... after some
time, you'll realize that.

LIZ1
Just say you'd changed your mind, Dan. Why pretend that it never
happened?

DAN
Why would I say it happened when it didn't?

LIZ1
And you're absolutely sure about it?

DAN1
Yes, I am.
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LIZ1
What if you'd forgotten?

DAN1
No Liz, I've never had any intention, nor desire to even consider
it.

Pause.

LIZ1
You know how you liked to say that you've never been lost in the
woods. Well, you can't say that ever again.

DAN2
We took a shortcut and we got lost. I shouldn't have taken that
shortcut, but I did it because of her. She was moving slowly and
I got concerned that she may get too tired.

DAN1
Okay, Liz. I'll never say I haven't been lost in the woods, again.
Unless, I forget about it.

LIZ1
Please leave. And take your flowers with you.

Liz1 gives the flowers
back to Dan1. Dan1 takes
the flowers.

DAN1
Dave is throwing a party for us next Sunday, to celebrate that
we'd made it out alive. He asked us both to be there. You should
be out of here by then.

LIZ1
Are you really asking me to go to Dave's party with you, or am I
hallucinating again?
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DAN1
I didn't ask you to go with me. I asked you to come to Dave's
party. I'll give you his address, if you don't have it.

LIZ1
Tell Dave that Liz fell asleep and didn't make it off the 
mountain.

DAN1
That's pathetic, Liz. Dave saved your life! If it wasn't for Dave,
you would been dead and frozen, still sitting by your imaginary
fire!

(pause)
I'm sorry. It's your choice.

(pause)
Are you sure you don't want to keep the flowers? They're bright
and colorful, and it's a gray and gloomy day outside.

LIZ1
Just go, Dan! Go, and let me sleep!

Dan1 exits.

Pause.

LIZ2
Liz got lost as she fell into unrequited love, long before the
incident on the mountain. She ignored her instincts and agreed to
go on the hike because Dan wanted her to go. As for Dan, he knew
what was going on with Liz, and he used it to save her life so
that he could save his life.

(pause)
Love can save you, or kill you. And love killed Liz, so I could
be saved. Yes, the lost Liz, the humiliated Liz is dead now. She
died so that I'll never be lost again.

Blackout. End.
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