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PROLOGUE

It's nighttine in an overgrown rose garden in front of a
| arge house. A figure becones visible in the dark. She is
di gging a hole. A large hole.

Lights go in the house. On the top floor. A windowis thrown
open.

MAN
Oy! Who's down there! [beat] 'l
set the dog on you!

A door opens, and a dog starts barking. The wonman stands and
| ooks at the wi ndow, before entering the house.

SCENE 1

A living roomin a sizeable house that has not been
redecorated since about 1972. Hi deous dated fl oral
wal | paper, which is faded and ripped. Two doors: an internal
door leading to the kitchen, and a set of French W ndows

| eading out to the dark garden. The roomis filthy, and has
been trashed. Drawers have been pulled out and turned upside
down and books thrown off shelves, as though soneone turned
the place apart | ooking for sonething. On top of this
carnage is the detritus of every day life: discarded pizza
boxes, enpty beer cans, and dirty clothes. Sone expensive
china ornanments are marooned, safe but alone, on the

unt ouched upper bookshel ves. A single coat hook contains a
wonen's sensi bl e coat over a handbag.

The man and the woman face each other. The man is in his

m d- 50s, a gone to seed tough guy, a forner biker, a failed
actor, a wannabe Stanl ey Kowal ski. He thinks he's a scary
guy, a real tough. He sits collapsed in a dingy |ounger, a
wal ki ng stick by his side. Blankets and a pillow indicate he
sleeps in his chair. There's a nug by his side but it m ght
not contain tea.

The woman is in her early thirties but | ooks nmuch younger,
skinny as a rake and | ooki ng barely post-pubescent. She is
wearing jeans and a hoody, scared shitless, a shovel and a
pair of secateurs under her arm She is clutching

bl ue/ purple roses. A scared little cornered rat.

WOVAN
|"msorry. I'mso sorry.
MAN
What you doing in ny house?
WOVAN
| don't nmean any harm | never nean
any harm
MAN

D d you take those fromny front
gar den?



WOVAN
Yes. I'msorry. | wanted to take
sone rose cuttings -- | grow roses.
O I'mtrying to. [beat] I'msorry.

MAN
That's the nost middle class theft
|'ve ever heard of.

WOVAN
s it? God, it is. I'msorry. | can
pay you?

MAN

Not |ike you wal ked off with the
fine china.

WOVAN
Do you know what these are?

MAN
| know they're flowers.

WOVAN
They're a rare rose breed. You
hardly ever see them because
they're so difficult to grow
Usual |y they grow purple or even
pi nk, but a really clever breeder,
if they tend to themjust right,
cross breed the right plants, can
get themto grow pure blue. [beat]
Sorry, I'ma plant nerd. [beat]
Plant nom [beat] It's an Internet
thing. Instagram OCh God, |I'msorry
l"mranmbling, | always do this.

MAN
[ beat] Worth anything?

WOVAN
Not really in terns of noney.

MAN
Huh. [beat] My ex was obsessed with
r oses.

WOVAN
Did she grow these?

MAN
Yeah, that's Lynda's work. Qut in
t hat garden for hours she'd be,
wor ki ng on those bl oody roses.

WOVAN
Ww, her garden is incredible. She
nmust have had an amazi ng touch

( MORE)



The womaen waves her secateurs around,
whi ch direction she lives in,
coul d cone across as nenaci ng,

secateurs

She drops

WOVAN (cont' d)
Such an eye for the gentle
har noni es of col our.

MAN
Sure.
WOVAN
[ beat] Um is she at hone?
MAN
No.
WOVAN

|'d ove to neet her.

MAN
Li ve local, do you?

down on the mantel pi ece.

MAN
VWat's with the spade?

WOVAN
Cane as a set.

MAN
So you brought both?

WOVAN

vaguel y indicating

then realises the gesture
and sheepishly lies the

No, | bought it today, in WIko on

t he high street.

t he spade down on the carpet, between them

MAN

Lynda's not here. It's just ne. Al

al one.

WOVAN

Having a night away or...? My nmum
|l oved a mni-break. Obsessed with

m ni - breaks. France. Dorset.

Hayling Island. | went with her
once, it was advertised as 18+ and
she was worried that was code for

i ke swingers or sonmething and then
we were the only ones there under
70. [beat] Prunes featured heavily
on the breakfast buffet. [beat] |

| ove a breakfast buffet. [beat] I
guess they could still have been

swi ngers. [l aughs nervously]



MAN
She' s gone.
WOVAN
Oh God I'mso sorry! | didn't nean/
MAN
St op bl oody apol ogi si ng.
WOVAN
Sorry! Onh shit, sorry! Fuck. Sorry.
Sorry! Agh.
MAN

Maybe you should stop tal king now.

WOVAN
Okay. [long pause while they stare
at each other] | can go, if you
like? I don't want to intrude.

He stares at her. Gestures to a chair. She noves towards it
but doesn't sit.

WOVAN
Ni ce to have conpany soneti nes.

MAN
[I ndicating the dog] He's not nuch
of a conversationali st.

WOVAN
Not sure if I'mnuch better
MAN
| don't mnd doing the heavy
[ifting.
WOVAN

"' mused to heavy lifting.

MAN
Al'l that gardening.

VWOVAN
|"m surprised she didn't dig up the
bushes and take themw th her, sone
of them nust have been nurtured for

years.
MAN
[ beat] What's your nanme?
WOVAN
|'"msorry | bothered you. | should
| eave. | didn't want to cause any
trouble. I was passing and | saw

them and they were so beautiful
( MORE)



WOVAN (cont' d)
couldn't resist sneaking back and
trying to take sone cuttings.

MAN
Want a cuppa?
WOVAN
What ? Sorry. Excuse me?
MAN
Cuppa tea? | don't get nuch
conpany.
WOVAN

| really don't want to intrude.

MAN
You broke onto ny property, stole
ny plants. Waved a pair of giant
scissors at ne. The | east you owe
me is alittle company. [beat] |'m
not gonna call the police but that
is technically breaking and

ent eri ng.

WOVAN
Technically it's trespass, which is
acivil mtter. But thank you, 1'd

| ove a cup of tea.

He grabs his wal king stick and struggles to his feet,
breat hi ng hard. She stands and wat ches hi m struggl e.

WOVAN
Actually I'"mnot that thirsty.
had one before | came out.

He pauses hal fway up fromhis chair, and side-eyes her.
Resenting her pity but still anused by her. He sits back
down and puts his stick down.

MAN
You want to be careful.

She starts.

WOVAN
Wy ?

MAN
Drinking tea this late at night.
It'Il stop you sl eeping.

WOVAN
You were going to have one.

MAN
|"mused to it.



WOVAN
Maybe |I'mused to it too.

MAN
[ beat] How cone soneone your age is
into roses?

WOVAN
My nmum grew roses.
MAN
Wiy don't you take sone of her
cuttings?
WOVAN
She' s dead.
MAN

Oh. [beat] 1'msorry.

WOVAN
Stop saying sorry.

A beat. He stares at her, unsure what to make of her
uncharacteristic cheekiness. She smles, laughs it off. He
does the sane. She finally sits.

SCENE 2
WOVAN
Breeding rare roses was her
passi on.
MAN

Never understood the appeal nyself.
They meke the place | ook nice, but
gardening? Dirty work.

WOVAN
Makes you sweat .

MAN
Not very | adylike.

WOVAN
| never got it either. | loved the
results though. Qur garden was a
fairytale. It had rose beds al
al ong the sides of a huge |ong
| awn, leading to a play area with
swi ngs and a blue plastic sandpit
in the shape of a seashell. The top
opened up to create a paddling
pool , which has | ain abandoned for
such a long tine frogs had
colonised it to use as their noon
base for the great Frog-Toad war of
1996. Behind the swings was a

( MORE)



Beat .

WOVAN (cont' d)
meadow full of wldflowers with
hamocks hanging fromthe acaci as
and horse chestnut trees marking
t he boundary with the garden
behind. | used to lie in the |ong
grass and read.

MAN
| grew up in a council flat. We had
a w ndow box with two dead
geraniuns in it.

WOVAN
['ve lived in a council flat too,
since | was 16.

MAN
VWhat council ?

WOVAN
[a pause that's slightly too | ong]
Bi r m ngham

MAN
[ snorts] Sout hern.
VWOVAN
It's not, it's the heart of the
Mdlands. It's in the nane:
M dl ands

VAN
Try growmng up in Durham that's
proper North.

WOVAN
Posh university town?

VAN
Never went. Left after A Levels.

WOVAN
| didn't even sit nmy GCSEs.

MAN
Trai ned as a pl unber.

WOVAN
Oh you have a Trade!

MAN
|"ve done a | ot of things.

WOVAN
So have |.



MAN
Conme a | ong way.

WOVAN
You or me?
MAN
You tell nme.
WOVAN
Bi g fancy house in West London.
MAN
Bi g fancy house in West London.
WOVAN
Long way from a council house.
MAN
Wth a dead geraniumin a w ndow
box.
WOVAN

| aspired to a dead gerani um
A beat. They've found a | evel together.

MAN
This | ove of gardening is
new f ound, then?

WOVAN
God yeah. Gowng up | was al ways
bei ng press-ganged i nto weedi ng
this, dead-heading that. God forbid
you get them m xed up! Felt |ike so
much effort to turn sonething
natural and beautiful into work.
Wy not just enjoy life?

MAN
| am very dedicated to enjoying
life.

WOVAN

[Ignoring the flirtatious
undertone, and carrying on as

t hough he has not spoken] But when
ny rumdied, | felt like I had to
honour her, you know? Do sonet hi ng
to prove her death hadn't been in
vai n.

MAN
What you're going to do with them
[indicating the rose cuttings]



WOVAN
I'"'mtrying to grow all her
favourite roses. | wote to all her
friends asking for cuttings. My
little kitchen's covered in them
all these chi pped Easter Egg nugs

filled wth water, little orphaned
baby roselets trying to grow new
roots.

MAN

Bit sad, you com ng al one and
choppi ng their heads off.

WOVAN
But they can re-grow. And start a
new |ife.

MAN

Lazarus rising fromthe ashes.

WOVAN
Not a great anal ogy. Lazarus
actually died. In the real world
you don't cone back from being
dead.

MAN
How about... Viola starting a new
life as a pageboy after |osing
everything in a shipweck? That's a
pretty good anal ogy for being
ri pped out of your environment and
cut down to size.

WOVAN
How did a plunber froma counci
flat get such a fine classical
educati on?

He chuckl es and slurps from his nug.

MAN
She been dead | ong, your ma?
WOVAN
| lost her when | was 14.
MAN
Took your tinme honouring her
nmenory.
WOVAN

These things do, sonetines. [beat]
Do you have any chil dren?



10.

MAN
No, no. M ght have been nice.
M ssus was a | ot older than ne, she
already had a kid, so didn't seem
much point trying again.

WOVAN
You had Charley. [Indicates dog]
MAN
How d you know hi s nane?
WOVAN
[wW thout a pause] | saw it on his
col | ar.
MAN

You' ve got good eyes.

WOVAN
How ol d is he?

MAN
Dunno, Lynda adopted him Brought
hi m home from Romania or
sonewhere. Years ago.

WOVAN
She nust have really | oved him

MAN
Yeah - yeah she did | ove him

SCENE 3

The woman stands and ruffles the dog's fur. Suddenly she
| ooks very tall standing over the man in his chair.

WOVAN
Wiy didn't she take hin? Wiy didn't
Lynda take Charley with her?

The Man shifts unconfortably in his seat. Grinmaces in pain

MAN
She died. My partner didn't |eave,
she di ed.

WOVAN

Oh. [beat] God. [beat] Ch God |I'm
so sorry. | put ny foot in ny nouth
again, |I'm always doing that.
That's awful. [beat] Wen?

MAN
'Bout a nonth ago.

WOVAN
Was she el derly?



11.

VAN
65. Not very.

WOVAN
Heart, was it?

VAN
No.

WOVAN

It's usually heart. Heart or
cancer, that's what my num used to
say, and it goes in famlies.

MAN
It wasn't heart and it wasn't
cancer.

WOVAN
" msure you don't want to talk
about it.

MAN

| don't m nd.

WOVAN
| know what you're going through
| ve been there.

MAN
[l aughs] You really don't.

WOVAN
No, of course not. Stupid thing to
say. [beat] Wat about that tea?
"1l make it.

MAN
Nah, you're grand.

He struggles to his feet and exits. He should be gone for
the realistic anount of tinme it would take soneone a little
slow on their feet to nmake tea. Wile he's gone the wonman
plays with the dog, before idly but carefully exam ning the
room She searches through the woman's coat then carefully
lifts it off the peg, discovering the handbag hangi ng up
underneath it. She goes through the handbag, pulling out a
wodge of cash, and a nobil e phone. She sw tches the phone on
to check something before switching it off and hiding it in
her pocket, then counts the cash which she replaces in the
handbag before returning the handbag and coat to the peg,
checking that it's in the sanme position as before. Wen she
hears himreturning, she casually and unhurriedly returns to
her seat. Calmand in control the entire tine.

The man returns with two overfilled cups of extrenely mlky
t ea.



12.

MAN
Ni ce and m | ky.

VWOVAN
Yum

As he hands her a cup, a tiny bit spills onto her top from
the over-filled cup. He whips a cl ean handkerchi ef out of
his pocket - a old school pocket square - and gently dabs
the tea from her body. Too close to her. Briefly.

WOVAN
Thank you.

MAN
You' re wel cone.

He sits. They sit in silence. The man slurps his tea, while
the woman bl ows on hers but doesn't drink it.

WOVAN
Forgive me for being rude, but this
place is in a pretty bad state.

MAN
Wbondered how long it woul d take you
to acknowl edge that. [beat] |I'm
redecorati ng.

WOVAN
Looks i ke a hurricane passed
t hr ough.

MAN

Not easy, keeping the place clean.
You know. [He indicates his stick.]

She puts her tea down and junps to her feet, going to one of
the many drawers which is face-down on the floor, the
contents (mainly paperwork) splayed out on the grubby
carpet. She sweeps everything back inside and slots the
drawer neatly back into place. Sonehow only one drawer being
in place nmakes the fact all the other drawers are abandoned
on the floor | ook even worse.

WOVAN
| like to be hel pful.
MAN
| don't have any noney.
WOVAN
Sorry?
MAN
If you're angling for... a job?
WOVAN

OCh God nol!



MAN
You got a job?

WOVAN
Yeah, yeah.

MAN
You married?

WOVAN
Not vyet.

MAN
Boyfriend?

WOVAN
Not really.

MAN
.

WOVAN

Lot of friends.

MAN
Had | oads of friends when | was
your age. Grlfriends. Al gone
now.

WOVAN
That's a shane.

MAN
You drift away from people. Me and

Lynda we were our own little world.

WOVAN
And now she's gone.

MAN
Now she's gone.

WOVAN
' m not apol ogi sing anynore. But |
am genui nely sorry. It sounds very
| onel y.

MAN
It is.

MAN
[ Tearful ]

WOVAN

At | east you've got your
st epdaughter to hel p.

The man pauses, nonmentarily confused.

13.



He shakes

He reaches out and briefly rests a hand on her knee.

| ooks at

MAN
Eh?

WOVAN
Your partner's daughter. It nust be
a huge help to have soneone el se
around, famly around, who knew and
| oved Lynda.

hi s head, assum ng he nentioned her.

MAN
Oh. Her. No. They fell out years
ago.

WOVAN
Wy ?

MAN
Are you | onely?

WOVAN
Sonet i nes.

MAN

It's nice to find sonmeone you can
talk to.

WOVAN
Yes, it is.

MAN
Funny. You never know when a |ovely
young woman wi Il wal k into your
life.

it.

WOVAN
Cl utching a bunch of roses.
MAN
It's like something out of a
rom com
WOVAN
Yeah. [she | aughs nervously]
MAN
Cake?
WOVAN
What ?
MAN

Want some cake with that?

14.

She



WOVAN
No thank you. [beat] Are you ready
to tal k about your wife? [beat] It
hel ps to tal k about things.

MAN
You tell nme about yourself.
WOVAN
There's nothing to tell.
MAN
What's your job?
WOVAN
Teacher.
MAN
Wth no GCSEs?
WOVAN
| went back | ater.
MAN
What age do you teach?
WOVAN
Sixth form
MAN

Must be a nightmare dealing with
t eenagers.

WOVAN
They' re good ki ds.
MAN
Bet the boys are all in love with
you.
WOVAN
Posh kids. They don't | ook at ne.
MAN
|"d have | ooked at you, if you was
ny teacher. Al | did at that age

was chase girls.

WOVAN
Surprised you settled dowmn with an
ol der woman.

MAN
| don't see age.

WOVAN
You nust really m ss her.

15.



WOVAN
O course | mss her

WOVAN
How di d she di e? You m ght feel
better if you talk about it.

MAN
Your mam How did she die?

WOVAN
[ beat] Poi soni ng.

MAN
[ Junps] She was nurdered?

She stares at him

WOVAN
Tet anus poi soning. [beat] From her
r oses.

MAN
Didn't think that still happened.

WOVAN
It's extrenely rare. People get
jabs, but it wears off, apparently.
She got a bad scratch on her arm
and it got dirt init, got
infected. It wasn't even a big
scratch, just deep. W saw the dirt
inside it but we didn't think it
was bi g enough to cause any
problens. But it got under her skin
and took over w thout us seeing.
[ beat] She | oved those roses so
much. [beat] Stupid, isn't it? You
take sonmething in to your hone,
love it, nurture it, and it ends up
killing you.

MAN
Death by Roses. Sounds like a
mur der nystery.

WOVAN
The butler did it.

MAN
VWhat ?

WOVAN

That's the cliché, isn't it? Though
| think there's only one Christie
where the butler actually did do
it.

16.



MAN
More of a Rebus fan.

WOVAN
Gitty realism

MAN
The viol ence is proper. None of
this wi shy washy stuff, cyanide in
t he chanpagne and that.

WOVAN
| hate viol ence.

MAN
Well, that's 'cause you're a girl.

WOVAN
Agatha Christie had | oads of female
killers.

MAN

Not many of them were butlers.
WOVAN

Well, that's gender normativity for

you. Wonen haven't smashed the
patent |eather ceiling of butlerdom
yet.

MAN
You shoul d check out Rebus, you'd
like it. Loads of actresses - wonen

actors - in that. [beat] | was in
t hat once.

WOVAN
What ?

MAN

Rebus. The TV seri es.

WOVAN
As an extra? Sone of my mates did
t hat/

MAN
Recurring guest |ead. Five
epi sodes.

WOVAN

[ Soundi ng i npressed] Oh, you were
an actor?

MAN
| was a bl oody good one. Lynda used
to say | was exactly like Marlon
Brando. At drama schoo/

17.



They both

WOVAN
/That's not a very flattering
conpari son

MAN
A young Marlon Brando. Wien he was
in On the Waterfront. | would have

killed in that part. [He
i nper sonat ed Brando]

WOVAN
[ beat] Get many acting jobs
nowadays?

MAN
You' re joking, are you?
WOVAN
Marl on Brando kept acting till he

coul d barely wal k.

MAN
Al'l about who you know t hough,
isn't it?

WOVAN
Who did you know?

MAN
| knew peopl e.

WOVAN
The right people?

MAN
That's the question, isn't it?
[ chuckl es]

WOVAN
You nust've done all right, this is
a nice gaff.

take in the trashed |iving room

MAN
Yeah, it's not bad.

WOVAN
That wal | paper's goi ng back a bit.

VAN
Where you |iving? You say you were
| ocal ?

WOVAN
Not far.

18.



19.

MAN
"1l wal k you honme. Once you finish
your tea.

WOVAN
You don't have to do that.

MAN
You don't have to leave yet. |I'm
enj oyi ng our chat.

WOVAN
It's late.

MAN

Want to see ny Rebus? [He indicates
the TV] See the old man in action.

WOVAN
Not right now.

MAN
The night's still young.

WOVAN
| shoul d probably get going. |
could cone back anot her day?

MAN
Don't be silly. You've not touched
your tea.

WOVAN
It's late.

MAN

It's not a school night.
She stands. The dog barks.

WOVAN
Shall | take himout for you? Mist
be nearly his bedtine.

VAN
He's fi ne.

WOVAN
Take himout so he can go to beddy
byes.

MAN
Sit down.

She goes to the French Wndows. They're | ocked. She pulls at
t he door handl e and notices the key is gone. He watches her
try to get the door open.



20.

MAN
| keep the key in ny pocket. In
case of trespassers. [beat] Sit
down.

She stares at himwith her hand still on the door.

MAN
SIT. [beat] We're having such a
| ovely chat. Be a shanme to end
t hi ngs prematurely.

WOVAN
| could conme back. | would cone
back.

MAN

| want to talk now You cone into
ny home, prod ne into tal king about
ny dead w fe. Make you tea, which
you don't drink.

WOVAN
"' msorry.

She sits. He stares at her.

MAN
That's better. Drink up.

WOVAN
[beat] | ... | don't really like it
m | ky?

MAN
Wiy don't | go and see if |'ve got
sonething you will |ike. Then we

can resune our nice little chat?

He stands and | eaves. She stands and tries the door again.
Breaths. d ances towards the kitchen. She starts going

t hrough the room again, but this tinme in a nore pani cked and
| ess measured and in control way. She goes through the
drawers, the ones left on the floor. Stops dead. Stares into
shoe box she has taken fromone of the discarded drawers. A
partner to the one she replaced earlier. The one she m ght
easi |y have picked up instead. She picks up a gun. She
breaks down into a sudden summer rainburst of silent tears.
Then stops as quickly as she started. Pulls herself

together. Hides the gun under the sofa, replaces the drawer,
and sits down. Waiting for himto return.

SCENE 5
He returns, with two gl asses of wine. He's wal king nore

easily now. She takes it and drinks sone, nmaking eye
cont act .



WOVAN
That wal | paper really is dreadful.

MAN
[Imtating her suddenly posh
accent] "Frightfully dreadful."”

WOVAN
Your choice or hers?

MAN
Came with the house.

WOVAN
You didn't put it up?

MAN
What, in 19727

WOVAN
Not been here that |ong?

MAN
Ten years or so.

WOVAN
That's not so | ong.

MAN
Lynda's ex sold her house from
under her, she had to nove. She had
a huge house when we net, over in
Pinner. Big yell ow house. Bastard.

WOVAN
Ri ch bastard?

MAN
Yeah. Yeah, rich bastard.

WOVAN
He shoul d' ve bought her a new
house.

MAN
He did. [laughs] She even got him
to wite a cheque to the noving

conpany.

WOVAN
[surprised] So this was Lynda's
house, then?

MAN
You don't qui bble about these
t hi ngs when you' ve been together as
l ong as Lyn and ne had.

21.



WOVAN

Still, must be nice to have soneone
el se... To have security.
MAN
| used to live in Central
WOVAN
FI at shar e?
MAN

Yeah... Canden. Proper London. Not
t he suburbs.

WOVAN
And you gave up all that for |ove?
[l ong pause] How did you neet?

MAN
Eveni ng cl asses.
WOVAN
Pottery, or Italian cooking?
MAN
Act i ng.
WOVAN

You teach acting? Must cone in
handy between jobs, a way to keep
the bills paid.

He shifts unconfortably.

MAN
Nah, tutor was a mate... Kept the
skills fresh, you know. Like a
pi ani st still doing scales.

WOVAN
Sure. Sure.

MAN
Lyn... She was fresh off the
di vorce. Wanted to do sonething

new.
WOVAN
Li ke you?
MAN
[ Laughs] | gave her what she
want ed.
WOVAN

How romanti c.



MAN
We used to go to this little boozer
round the back of the car park.
Landl ord knew nme so he'd let us do
| ock-ins.

WOVAN
How ol d was her daughter?
MAN
Dunno, 14, 15.
WOVAN
And you were?
MAN
Thirty ei... four. What's with the

third degree?

WOVAN
Way' d you fall out?

MAN
She was a bad kid. Tearaway. Left
honme when she was 18, which is far
too old to still be living at home
in my opinion.

WOVAN
And t hey never got back in touch?

MAN
No. [beat] She was a bad influence.
| had to protect Lynda from her

WOVAN
What did she do, this girl?

MAN
You don't want to know.

WOVAN
Sounds like all Lynda had was you.

MAN
She used to wal k Charley every
afternoon. She went to yoga. Had
mates there. Sonething called "Rock
Choir", 1 dunno.

WOVAN
Sounds |i ke she was healthier than
you.

MAN
Yeah, she was! [l aughs] She used to
eat branfl akes for breakfast every
nor ni ng. Bl oody hated them But

( MORE)
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MAN (cont' d)
still 7am every norning, forcing
t hem down. Kept trying to get ne
onto her various health kicks, but
she gave up on all that in the end.
[ beat] Before all this [gestures to
| egs]

WOVAN
What's wong with you? If you don't
m nd me aski ng.

MAN
Sonme neurol ogi cal thing. The
doctors don't know. All the tests
conme back negative. But what do
doctors know?

WOVAN
Is it termnal ?

MAN
Fuck' s sake.

WOVAN
Sorry.

MAN
It m ght Dbe.

WOVAN

"' mso sorry.

MAN
They don't know it's not.

WOVAN
You never know, you m ght get
| ucky.

MAN
| don't feel |ucky.

WOVAN
My mum al ways sai d peopl e nake

eir own | uck.

—+

MAN
Di d she?

WOVAN
Not really. People are bad at
taking their own advice.

MAN
Lyn coul dn't even take advi ce about
wal | paper.



25.
SCENE 6

WOVAN
May | make sone suggestions? My nmum
al ways said | had a good eye.

VAN
Sur e.

She wal ks around, gingerly picking her way around the piles
of stuff. She picks things up, gradually getting nore
confident. Acting |ike she owns the place. Desperate but
she's got nothing to | ose.

WOVAN
Not bl ue. Never cool colours in a
[iving room unless it's
sout h-facing. [beat] Maybe pink?
[ beat] Sorry, is that too girly for
you? Ah well. Maybe soneone el se
woul d do this room pink. [beat]
Yellow? | can see it yellow Gold
curtai ns and matching soft
furni shings. Wth burgundy accents.

He starts: there is something in the roomshe is describing
t hat she recogni ses.

MAN
Not a fan of yello/

She grabs his chair and spins it across the roomw th him
i nsi de.

WOVAN
The chair should really be on this
side, facing the wi ndows, not the
TV.

MAN
| paid for the flatscreen. It was
nmy birthday present to Lynda.

WOVAN
We' || knock down that wall, put in
floor to ceiling w ndows
over | ooki ng the canal .

MAN
Wiy don't you go the whole hog and
put in a swi mmng pool and a
hel i pad? [ | aughs]

VWOVAN
| mght. [She smles at him
Retract abl e doubl e doors to create
a through-space to the dining room
for parties.
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MAN
| use that as my workspace.

WOVAN
Now t hat room can have wal | paper
Maybe an accent wall. Maybe
sonet hing vintage: WIlliam Mrris?
Sonmet hing green, with trees and
bi rds.

MAN
Fuck you.

She runs her nail down the existing wall paper, judging it.

WOVAN
God, textured wall paper. Lynda
really did have bad taste
sonetinmes, didn't she?

MAN
You cunt. | knew it was you.

WOVAN
Then why did you let nme in?

MAN
| felt sorry for you

WOVAN
You should. My mum s just died.

MAN
Where' d that bullshit about tetanus
come fron? | should have known.
Tet anus! ? Who dies fromtetanus
nowadays? You al ways were a liar.

WOVAN
| thought it was poetic.

MAN
You waltz in here |ike you own the
pl ace, after what you did to us?
After what you did to your nunf

WOVAN
| didn't do anything to her. And
what's with this "18" business, you
know I wasn't 18.

MAN
| never paid that nmuch attention to
you.

WOVAN

You know that's not true.



MAN
Your mum never forgave you.

WOVAN
| didn't do anything to her.

MAN
Wiy are you here?

WOVAN
Wiy woul dn't | be here? This's ny
house.

MAN
Thi s was never your hone! Lyn noved
to this house years after she
ki cked you out. You've never even
been here before.

WOVAN
You sure about that? [beat] Not
keepi ng the place very well, are
you?

MAN

| ' m di sabl ed.

WOVAN
My mumdid all the cleaning.

MAN
She didn't m nd. She was used to
it.

WOVAN
Al'l those years cleaning up after
me?

MAN
You were a fucking nightrmare. State
of your bedroom

WOVAN
You spent enough tinme init.

MAN
Fuck off, you know I never.

WOVAN
Al'l fourteen year olds have nessy
bedroons, what's your excuse?

MAN
l"min nmourning, ny wife just died.

WOVAN
Grlfriend. You never namde it
| egal .

27.
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MAN
Life partner.
WOVAN
Her life. Not yours.
WOVAN
Want nme to tidy up? [beat] I'mvery
tidy now.
MAN

They say mracl es never happen.

WOVAN
You never know.

MAN
Do your worst. [Indicates clutter.]

She starts to tidy the ness. He sits back and stares at her.
She openly pries, reading the paperwork.

MAN
Al'l the photos are in the attic.
She didn't want to have to | ook at
them Can't renenber where the
st epl adder is.

WOVAN
You didn't find it, did you?
MAN
What ?
WOVAN
You know what .
MAN
| found it.
WOVAN
Must' ve made you happy.
MAN
[ beat] Jane.
WOVAN
Don't.
MAN

| was planning to pop round

t onmorrow norni ng. You could cone
with nme, if you want? Your nmum
woul d like that.

WOVAN
What's their nane agai n?



MAN
[beat] | honestly can't think of it
off the top of ny head. [beat] God!
[beat] It's on the tip of
tongue. You know how it is. They're
right around the corner.

WOVAN
| coul d googl e.

MAN
Nah, there's | oads around here.
It's a couple of mles away.

WOVAN
Not that around the corner

MAN
Near. Really near. Friendly.

WOVAN
G ve ne their phone nunber and 1"l
book an appoi nt ment.

MAN
No need to do that, they said to
j ust pop round.

WOVAN
W thout an appointnment? That's
unusual .

MAN
W're in the sticks.

WOVAN
| wouldn't know. It's been a while
since |'ve been back.

VAN
Where you |iving now?
WOVAN
Kenni ngt on.
MAN
Must have sone dosh
WOVAN
| do okay.
MAN

Yeah. Yeah. You and ne. W'll go
toget her. Put the past behind us.
[ beat] She was your numt oo.



Jane conti

WOVAN
Bl oody hell, | knew there was an
age gap but I didn't know you
consi dered her your nunf

MAN
Stop it, Jane.

nues to search through the papers.

MAN
There's a nice church the other
side of the allotnents. Your nmum
used to wal k Charley there. M ght
be a nice place to bury her. [beat]
She'd |i ke that.

WOVAN
We're Jew sh.

MAN
Aren't you supposed to have buried
her by now?

VWOVAN
Si nce when do you know anyt hi ng
about Jew sh custons?

MAN
Pi cked up a few things.

WOVAN
About Judai sm or about death?

MAN
Stop being a cunt.

WOVAN
My mum just fucking died a nonth
ago.

MAN
Your estranged nmum you'd not spoken
to since you were 15.

WOVAN
The hospital won't rel ease the
body. Have you tried?

MAN
How do you know t hat ?

WOVAN
Because | told themnot to. [beat]
There's going to be an inquest. An
aut opsy.

30.



She st ops.

MAN
Jane, no, you know your mum
woul dn' t want that.

WOVAN
Not hing to do with ne.
MAN
Lyi ng pig.
WOVAN
Yeah, you're right. Yeah. | am
lying. | got a court order stopping

you from taki ng her body.

MAN
VWhat do you want ? [ Her hand happens
to brush the TV as she conti nues
searching the paperwork] | told you
| paid for that flatscreen

Strai ghtens. Looks at him

WOVAN
How di d she die?

MAN
She had a stroke. [beat] | called
an anbul ance.

WOVAN

She was going to | eave you
MAN

Li ar.
WOVAN

It's true. She'd been planning it
for months. She'd hired a
solicitor. Two solicitors. One to
do the will and the property stuff,
one to issue an eviction order.

MAN
It's nmy house!

WOVAN
ls it?

MAN

| don't believe you.

WOVAN
Check her email. [beat] Wait, you
al ready di d? Even before she di ed?
That's why she had a second account
on her phone you didn't know about.

31.



MAN
Lyn woul d never do that. She wasn't
sneaky and mani pul ative |ike you.
You got it fromyour father

WOVAN
How do you think he becane a rich
bastard in the first place?

MAN
| made her happy. W woul d have
been happy if it'd not been for
you.

VWOVAN
She was frightened of you. That's
the other half of it. Two
solicitors. Her GP. Soneone at the
citizen's advice bureau. A
therapist. And a charity
speci alising in hel ping donestic
vi ol ence survivors.

MAN
Lyn couldn't w pe her own arse
w t hout a team of cheerl eaders.

WOVAN
Don't talk that way about ny
not her .

MAN
| never touched her.
WOVAN
| know.
MAN
VWhat ??
WOVAN

| know you didn't hit her. There's
ot her ways to control people.

MAN
You didn't even know her.

WOVAN
| think it's pretty clear that |
di d.

MAN
When did you conme sniffing back
round? After she bought this place.

WOVAN
| never left.
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MAN
Li ar. She knew what a nasty little
liar you were. That's why she took
nmy side over yours. She saw what
you were and she wanted no part in
what she'd creat ed.

WOVAN
She wasn't bl oody Doct or
Frankenst ei n.

MAN
She hated you.

WOVAN
| hated her.

MAN
Maybe if you'd not been such a
little bral

WOVAN
| was a chil d!

MAN
You were 15, stop playing the
vi ctim card.

WOVAN
You' re 55, you stop playing the
vi ctim card.

MAN _ _
Ohlike it's "donestlp V|plence
survivor" not "donestic viol ence

victim' now? Sone survivor your nmum

is, she's dead. Can you be a
survivor if you' re dead?

WOVAN
You' re acting very nice to be all
of a sudden, wanting ne to go to
the solicitors with you, asking ne
about funeral plans.

MAN
Your mum m ght have |eft you a
trinket or two.

WOVAN
Cut it out, | know you found it.

MAN
She left you all her jewelery. You
m ght as well know.

WOVAN
She left me a lot nore than that.

33.



MAN
It's nostly costune, but it's the
t hought that counts.

WOVAN
VWhere did she hide it?

MAN
M ght sell the old place, pack off
to Spain.

WOVAN
Can't have been in the filing
cabi net, or you wouldn't have had
to tear the place apart.

MAN
Your mum was a nmessy COw.

WOVAN
Not that nessy to leave a wll
under the mattress. [beat] Wy do
you think she did that, if she left
everything to you? | assune that's
what it says.

MAN
Like | said, you get the costune
jewel ery. Sone | ovely pieces from
Claire's Accessories. You'll want
to hang on to those for your own
daughter if you ever have one.

WOVAN
Then why do we need to go to the
solicitor?

MAN
What ?
WOVAN
If you've got the wll, and it

| eaves you everything, why are you
trying so hard to get ne to go to
the solicitors with you?

VAN
Next of Kkin.

WOVAN
Until five m nutes ago you thought
Lyn hadn't spoken to ne in twenty
years.

MAN
Got nore of a nouth on you than she
di d.
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WOVAN
What did you think, when you saw ny
name in the will?

MAN
Just cheap jewel ery.

WOVAN
Even so, nust have given you a
shock. The | ong-estranged,
forgotten child popping up.

MAN
Lynda was al ways senti nment al

WOVAN
| talked to Christine next door,
she said you were up all night
Tuesday, banging and sweari ng.
Sounded |i ke you were tearing the
pl ace apart, she said.

MAN
How do you know Chri stine?

WOVAN
W text quite a bit.

MAN
She's an interfering cow an' all.

WOVAN
Tuesday, that was, what, an hour
after ny mumdied? Didn't even wait
till she was cold, did you, you
couldn't wait to see what you'd be
getting.

MAN
| supported her for twenty years.

WOVAN
You never supported her.

MAN
Enotional | y supported her. Soneone
had to. Do you know what you did to
her ?

WOVAN
D d she know what you did to ne?

MAN
| never touched you, you lying
bi t ch.

WOVAN
You didn't need to. Sonetines words
are enough.



MAN
| was never interested in you, you
were just sone stupid kid.

WOVAN
You told nme you'd killed ny
hanster, once, do you renenber
that? [l npersonates him "Jane,
your hanster is dead. | stonped it
under ny boot."

MAN
It was just a joke, | didn't touch
the stupid thing. |I'man aninal
| over.

WOVAN

That wasn't the worst thing you
sai d.

MAN
Just words.

WOVAN
She asked ne that six nonths before
she died. | told her |I never lied
to her. [beat] Dog park.

MAN
VWha?

WOVAN

That's how she did it. Fake nane in
her phone. Text her in code when
wanted to tal k. She'd take Charlie
to the dog park, call from her
nobi | e. She made all her phone
calls there. It was the only place
she could get privacy. [beat] | had
to remenber to keep all ny good
news and enotional breakdowns for
sunny days.

MAN
Bet you had plenty of those.

WOVAN
| was Sectioned when | was 19.

MAN
My fault, | suppose.

WOVAN
You destroyed ny life.

MAN
You destroyed m ne!
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WOVAN
How exactly did | destroy your
life? You spent one night in a
cell. I was sleeping under bushes
and in shop doorways for four
nont hs.

MAN
You think that's what your num
wanted for you? It broke her heart.

WOVAN
| forgave her.

MAN
You forgave her? That's bl oody
rich.

WOVAN
Don't you want to know what we
t al ked about ?

MAN
Lynda was al ways sentinmental where
you were concer ned.

WOVAN
You know it took her five years to
get pregnant wth nme? Three rounds
of IVF. Finally she put a note in
the Wailing Wall asking God to give
her a daughter.

MAN
And God gave her you, shit, no
wonder |'m an at hei st.

WOVAN
She was talking to a therapist.

VAN
| never hit her.

WOVAN
You wouldn't let her go to the
super mar ket unsupervi sed. She had
to pretend the dog had diarrhea so
she could sneak off to the
solicitor to change her will.

MAN
| never laid a finger on her.

WOVAN
You didn't have to. Just |ike you
didn't have to/
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MAN
/You' re always been a liar. After
everyt hi ng/

WOVAN
/You know it's true. Ot herw se why
were you trying so hard to nmake ne
go to the solicitor with you? Don't
need to nmake an appoi ntnment? Don't
make ne | augh. They al ready sent
you away with a flea in your ear.

MAN
| told you, Lyn left you her
j ewel ery/

WOVAN

Who keeps their wll under their
mattress? God, how stupid are you?

MAN
Lyn woul d never, she was a decent,
honest person.

WOVAN
Then why' d she nake two wills, two
weeks apart? [beat] ['ll let you

keep the fucking flatscreen.
SCENE 7

He col | apses back into the chair. Starts calling weakly for
the dog. Pets the dog. She watches him

MAN
He'll have to go to the RSPCA
They' || have hi mdestroyed, | won't
be able to keep him

WOVAN
Didn't think you' d give up that
easily.

MAN
Where am | supposed to go? |I'm an
old man. | haven't worked in
years. ..

WOVAN
Ever.

MAN

| was an Actor!

WOVAN
Four epi sodes of Rebus!



MAN
We tal ked about it once.
suggested she |eave nme the lifelong
usage of the property, and
ownership would revert to you after
|'d died.

WOVAN
| don't think nmy nother would want
to put me in a position where I'd
benefit financially from your
death. [beat] Too tenpting.

MAN
When she changed her will. Five
years ago.

WOVAN
WIls.

MAN

She said she wanted to | eave you
her stuff. Her nice necklace from
your nan, and the rings your dad
got her. That stuff should have
gone to you, | said so. Encouraged
her to get back in touch

WOVAN
W already were. For years and
years before that.

MAN
VWhat ?

WOVAN
Maybe a year after | noved out. W
met for coffee. You were at hone
nur si ng a hangover.

MAN
[ beat] | thought she was having an
affair.

WOVAN
No you didn't. You never noticed a
t hi ng.

MAN
| thought she was neeting her
friends.

WOVAN
Bef ore you scared them of f?

MAN
| used to encourage her. Go get a
cup of tea and a cake. [beat] She
used to work so hard.
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WOVAN
It was pretty good cake, to be
fair.

MAN
| don't be-fucking-lieve this.

WOVAN
' mthe ghost that's haunted your
entire relationship.

MAN
You were a child. Fuck's sake. You
were a child and you destroyed ny
life, tried to destroy our
rel ati onship. You turned your num
into the kind of woman who |ies and
sneaks around.

WOVAN
No, you did that to her

MAN
How can a child be so mani pul ative?

WOVAN
| was never a chil d.

MAN
No, you weren't.

WOVAN
You' d know.

MAN
Knock it off. We're alone. W both
know what happened.

WOVAN
You certainly didn't treat ne |ike
a child. Al those videos? Hel pful
suggestions of ways | could earn
sone noney to pay rent?

MAN
| was paying rent when | were 15!

WOVAN
[beat] | had to clean up after you
in the nornings. Like a fucking
brothel maid. So ny friend s nmum
woul dn't see and call soci al
servi ces when she collected ne for
school .

MAN
That doesn't justify what you did.

40.
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WOVAN
Sonetines a lie is nore accurate
than the truth.

MAN
So you admt you lied?

VWOVAN
You think the police would have
under st ood the truth?

MAN
D d your nun?

WOVAN
| told her | never lied and in ny
heart that's the truth.

MAN
You know it's not. You |let her go
to her grave believing a lie. And
you turned her into the kind of
person who puts fake nanes in her
phone, and texts code words, and
pretends to be wal king the dog so
she can have secret neetings.

WOVAN
She was so nuch smarter than you
ever gave her credit.

MAN

| tried to tell the police that,
you know that? The night they
arrested me. | tried to tell them
how cl ever you were, that you
weren't Iike an ordinary child.
They didn't understand. They
willfully m sunderstood. [beat]
Backfired on you, didn't it?

WOVAN
What are you tal ki ng about ?
MAN
Your dear old mum chose ne, not
you.
WOVAN

Wien | went on Birthright, at the
very end you all have to stand in a
circle and avow your newf ound
appreciation for your Jew sh faith
and it's supposed to be this really
prof ound nonent, or as profound as
a bunch of nineteen-year-olds who
have been drinking and visiting
mass graves for ten days can

( MORE)



WOVAN (cont' d)
handl e, and the Israeli girl
sol dier next to me started touching
me up. Goped ny bum | froze.

MAN
Did you cry rape then too?

WOVAN
Get out of ny fucking house, Gary.

An inpasse. They stare at each other.

He | aughs

MAN
"Il fight it.

WOVAN
['Il win. You can't afford a

MAN

Way did you cone here tonight?
WOVAN

| want to know how she di ed.
MAN

Death certificate said a stroke.
WOVAN

VWhat happened? No one will tell ne.
MAN

Ye-es, |I'mher official next of kin

at the hospital

WOVAN
|"mgetting it overturned.
al ready got the court order

MAN
Way' d you do that?

WOVAN
So you couldn't sneak off and have
her cremated, dispose of the
evi dence.

VAN
Evi dence? You think | killed her.

WOVAN
She goes to see a solicitor to file
evi ction paperwork, and two nonths
| ater she'd dead. No one has that
bad ti m ng.
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WOVAN
Did you see her body after she
di ed?
MAN
No.
WOVAN
Too busy tearing ny house apart
| ooking for her will. [beat] They'd

put a duvet in a floral duvet cover
over her, but | could see the black
body bag underneath. | wanted to
cut a lock of her hair to renenber
her, but | didn't have any
scissors. | touched it and her hair
slid right out fromthe roots, I|ike
the skin off an over-baked
butternut squash. [beat] It was
really, really fucking gross.

[beat] I've still got it in this

| ocket. [She displays heart-shaped
| ocket around her neck]

MAN
Wiy are you telling me this?

WOVAN
How di d she die?

He's silent for a long tine.

MAN
"1l make you a deal. [beat] Go and
feed the dog first, please.

She exits, to feed the dog.

He stands, slowy and painfully, but with nore ease than
before. Surveys his |ost kingdom Picks a crystal ornanent
fromthe mantel piece and puts it in his dressing gown
pocket, before chuckling briefly and replacing it. He kicks
sone of the discarded drawers over. Sits. Stares. Mybe
spins in his arnchair. Again, this should take the | ength of
time it would realistically take soneone to feed a dog.

She r et urns.

VWOVAN
Don't bot her.

VAN
VWhat ?

VWOVAN
| found it.

She opens the cardboard box that contained the gun and shows
that it's enpty.



A pause.

They both

MAN
It's a fake gun, you nunpty. A prop
fromone of ny old TV shows/

WOVAN
/ Four epi sodes

MAN
W're in Mddl esex who the fuck has
guns here?

WOVAN

Technically M ddl esex doesn't exi st
anynor e.

MAN

"1l tell you the truth, and you
tell me the truth.

WOVAN
Deal .

sit. Both glug sonme w ne. Breath.

MAN
It was | ate Saturday night. Lynda
had been at one of her choir
practices. She got hone late, and
we had a fight. | never touched
her. She went to bed and | stayed
up and played X-Box. Around 2am |
heard mpaning. | went into the
bedr oom and she was |ying on the
fl oor, and she'd wet herself. Your
mum had wet herself. | dialled 999.
When they got her to hospital, the
doctor said she'd had a nassive
stroke. He said she only had 10%
chance of surviving, and that if
she did she'd be disabled. He asked
me what | wanted to do, what
Lynda's wi shes had been. Next of
kin, you see. | told himshe
woul dn't have wanted to live |ike
this. They stopped giving her
oxygen. And she di ed.

She sits on the floor. Cries silently.

He sits down on the floor next to her. GCently.

MAN
Wiy did you |ie?



45.

WOVAN
The porn you used to watch. Not
even normal porn, weird porn. Al
the tinme. And the noises. | used to
go to sleep with ny wal kman on
every night. Dashed to the loo to
avoi d seeing you. Peed in a fucking
jug to avoid seeing you. You told
me | could earn noney. You told ne
you' d make nme earn noney. [beat] |
didn't say you raped ne, | didn't
say you sodom sed ne, all | said
was you touched ne once because
that's was enough to nake them
listen when they wouldn't listen to
any of the other stuff about and
yes it was a lie and maybe | am a
[tar but I loved ny mumand | know
right fromwong?

At last he is satisfied. After twenty years, she's finally
adm tted that she faked her accusation. He's exoner at ed.

MAN
Your mum was proud of you, and she
| oved you.

WOVAN
Sonmeone | |love told nme once that

it's better to live in the truth,
not an invented truth, because the
truth is much better - that people
care about me. My num cared about

me. All | wanted to do was hel p her
get rid of you, and | fail ed.
[beat] I"'mstill failing her now
[ beat] |'m sorry.

MAN
| don't have anywhere to go. |'ve

got no one left.

WOVAN
Yes, you do.

She picks up the secateurs.

Bl ackout as the sound of digging fills the stage - she's
finishing the hole she was digging at the start of the play.
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